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Cayycou boowci/Divine Liturgies
B Heoino/Sunday
8:30 am partially sung
10:30 am sung

Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation
10:00 am and 7:00 pm

Illoonua/Daily Scheduled
8:15 am in church

First Friday - 8:15 am Divine Liturgy followed
by Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus or
Mother of God

Cnoegioi - 30 xeunun neped Cuyacoboro booicoro
abo Hanepio 0OMOBUMUCS NIO YAC MUNCOHS

Confessions - 30 minutes before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment during the week

Baptism by appointment - membership in
Parish is required

Marriages by appointment made at least six
months in advance. Membership in Parish is
required

Funerals by arrangement in the Parish Olffice

00. Bacunianu / Basilian Fathers serving this
Parish
Father Josaphat Tyrkalo, OSBM, Pastor
Email: pastor@stmarysbc.com
Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop Emeritus

12 Heoina no 3ichranni Ceamozo /[yxa
Martest 19:16-26
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12 Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 19:16-26

SPECIAL NOTICE - Do not park in the
RESERVED stalls in front of St. Mary's
Gardens when you come for the Sunday
Divine Liturgy. Your car will be towed.




IMapadis IHokposa I[IpecBsaToi boropoauii Birtae Beix rocreil, nmpusaTesniB Ta pIIHUX K1
3€HAJIMCS ChOTOAH1 pa3oM Opatu ydacTh B il Cyx01 boxxi. Hexait nam ['ocrioab
yepes 3acTynHunTBo [lokposa IlpecBsatoi boropoauin 61arociaosuts Bac 1 Bamry

POIIUHY.

Micsaunuii Hamip Catimoro Orus Ilanu Pumcbkoro — na Cepnens

3araabHuii Hamip: baTbku 1 BUXoBHUKHU. [[[06 6aThKH BUXOBHHMKHU JOIOMArajid MOJIOIUM
MOKOJIIHHSM 3pOCTaTH B JOOPOMY CYMJIiHHI 1 HOCJI1IOBHOCTH.

Miciitnmit namip: Lepksu Adpuxu nommprorots cipaseiuBicTs. 1106 [TomicHi epkBu
Adpuku, BipH1 €BaHresnii, nomupoBaiu 0yJ0By MUPY 1 CHIPaBEIJIUBOCTH.

- Tponapi i yumanns 6 posxcegiit KHuMcyi Ha cmop. 3 00 5 .

- Kaea i conooke cvo2o0ni nicasn nedinni Cayycou boowcoi y simanvhi nio uepkeoio.

B npomy 4yaci TUIbKH OAMH CBSIIIEHUK CJIY:KUTh B napagii. [I{oou B3 aTH Yyuyacts y CB.
Cnosini, 3a0xouyemo Bac npuxoautu 10 uepksu 30 xpuiuH ckopime nepen Cs.

Jlirypriw. Bu MoxeTe Takox Hamepia JOMOBUTHCS 1 mpuiiTu 1o Kamnuii B pe3uaeHinii
11 Yac TUXKIHS.

CrneunisijibHe MpoxaHHs: icihs 3akiHdeHHs Ciyx0u boxoi mpocumMo 3aMKHYTH
MOJIUTBEHHHUKH 1 CITIBAHUKH 1 IOCTABUTH iX Ha BIJAIMOBIIHE Miciie. PIBHOX MpOCUMO HE
3aJIMIIaiTe OIOJIETEHIB 1 JPYyTrUX MaTepiaiiB B JiaBkax. byibMo rocrnojapHuMu B Hallii
LEPKBI 1 IOMOMOXKIM, [ITOOM HaIIlll JaBKU OYyJIM YHUCT1 i aKypaTHi.

Cvozooni: Heoina, 11 Cepnusa:
- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

Yemeep, 15 Cepnua: Qooe6’azyroue Ceamo - Ycninna Ilpeceamoi bozopoouuyi
- 10:00 roa. paHKy - Cnyxb6a boxa i 6narocnoBeHHsa 3innga i KBiTiB
— 7:00 roa. Beyopa - Cnyxba boxa i 6narocnoBeHHsa 3innga i KBiTiB

Heoins, 18 Cepnusa:
- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

Heoins, 25 Cepnus:
- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

Heoinsa, 1 Bepecus:
- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPoAOBXYBATUCA KOXHOT Hefini.

Il'asmuuys, 6 Bepecus: - llepwa I’ amuuysn
- 8:15 paHKy - Cnyxba boxa a Big, Tak MonebeHb a0 Cepus XpuUcCToBOro.




The Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish welcomes all guests, friends, visiting
relatives and Parishioners in celebrating this Divine Liturgy together. May our Lord,
through the intercession of our Blessed Lady, the Mother of God, bless you and your
family!

Monthly Papal Intentions for August

General Intention: - Parents and Teachers - That parents and teachers may help the new
generation to grow in upright conscience and life.

Missionary Intention: The Church in Africa - That the local Church in Africa, faithfully
proclaiming the Gospel, may promote peace and justice.

- Tropar, Kondak & readings in the pink booklet pages 3 to 5.
- Coffee and sweets are available today following the Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am
Divine Liturgies in the Fellowship Room. All guests and parishioners are invited.

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE - only one priest is serving the parish. To receive the
Mystery of Reconciliation, (Confession), you are encouraged to come thirty (30)

minutes before the Divine Liturgy. You may also make an appointment to come during
the week to the chapel in the rectory.

A SPECIAL Request: At the conclusion of each Divine Liturgy, please close all Liturgy
and/or hymnbooks and return them to their proper place. Also, please do not leave any
church bulletins or other reading material in the pews. Each and every participant is
invited to do their part to be true stewards of our parish church by helping to keep the
church pew pockets and pews clean and neat. Thank you.

TODAY, Sunday, August 11:

- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Wednesday, August 14:

- Prayer Service for + Mary Oleksiew (Mother of Clifford Oleksiew) at 7 pm at
Richmond Funeral Home, 8420 Cambie Road, Richmond.

Thursday, August 15: Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Day of Obligation
- 10:00 am and 7:00 pm - Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Herbs and Flowers.
All able bodied persons are obliged to attend.

Sunday, August 18:
- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Sunday, August 25:
- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Sunday, September 1:
- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Friday, September 6: Feast of Christ the Lover of Mankind - First Friday
- 8:15 am - Divine Liturgy followed by Moleben to the Sacred Heart.



Saturday, August 17, 2013 - Pilgrimage to the Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes, Fraser River
Heritage Park, Mission, BC. - St. Joseph’s Parish in Mission invite you to participate in the
Divine Liturgy at 1:00 pm. celebrated by Most Rev. J. Michael Miller, CSB, Archbishop of
Vancouver and assisting clergy. Bring your own chairs for the services.

Confessions are heard on site between 10:00 am and 1 pm. Following the Divine Liturgy
the faithful will process to the Grotto where the Rosary is prayed, followed by Benediction
with the Blessed Sacrament. Picnic and Fellowship to follow! There are food concessions on
site. You may bring your own picnic lunch. A poster with more details is on the Hallway Bill
Board as you enter the Fellowship Room.

To Request Prayers for: yourself, your family, or a friend - please submit the name to the Parish
Office or place a note on the collection plate.

IMam'sitaiiTe momosmTHcs: 3a Bamy poauny, 3a uieniB [lapadii, a oco6nmBo 3a THX sK1
3HaXOJAThCS B JIKapHIX, a00 TUX 110 OYIKYIOTh bok0i BIAMOBI/1 HA IXHI MOJTUTBH, 200
panitoTh boxoro BIAMOBII0, a00 3a TUX SK1 BII3HAYYIOTh YPOJAUHH, a00 POKOBUHH, a00 3a THX
10 MOKJIMKAaHI 10 iXHbOI BIYHOI BUHATOPOH, 200 3a POJIMHY SIKY BOHH 3aJUIINIIH.

Remember to pray for: your family; fellow parishioners; those confined to their hospital beds or
their homes; those seeking God’s guidance or rejoicing with God’s favour; or for those
celebrating a birthday or anniversary; or have been called to their eternal reward or for the family
they leave behind; as well as any other need.

Please remember in your prayers: Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM, Fr. Josaphat Tyrkalo,
OSBM, Fr. Steven Basarab, Mary Balsevicius, Joseph Bayduza, Frances Bethune, Elizabeth
Duda, Mary Earl, Quenten Fabiano, Catherine Hladij, Alice Humenick, Bohdan Karpinski,
Emily Kuzyk, Bodzie and Shirley Lawryshyn, Ben Marchinkow, Joseph Nadelko, Roma
Nowakowski, (Bishop Ken’s mother), Orest Obuck, John Pura, Mary Scott, Dave Shelast, Tiny
Zarski. Also remember in your prayers + Mary Oleksiew, she past away last Saturday, and
the Oleksiew Family that are left to mourn and remember her.

Please Visit: our Parishioners that in the hospital or have difficulty getting around in their homes.
They need your visit, your phone call, as well as your prayers.

Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

If there are people you visit requesting prayers, or a visit from the Priest, please inform the
Parish office so that father might know to visit them.

A SPECIAL NOTE to ALL PARISHIONERS: Please come on time for the Divine
Liturgy. Realize that when you come into the Church proper after the Great Entrance,
you have missed most of the Divine Liturgy and have not really attended the prescribed
service for a Sunday.

Church Etiquette: Just a reminder that to have attended the entire Divine Liturgy one must
be in Church and have heard the reading of the Gospel as well as the homily, participated
in the responses for the consecration and received the final Blessing before leaving the
church. We also ask that you do not visit in the main part of the Church (the Nave)
before during or after the Service. Please use the Vestibule or the Fellowship room to
conduct your conversations - leave the Church proper for those that want to pray.




Ilpocumo ecix llapaghian npunocumu npodykmu 051 LHOMPeOVIOUUX, sIKi He NCYIOMbCsl (Non-
perishable) 6 neputy i mpemy HeOi0 KOHCHO20 MICAYSL.

Food Bank Donations: We encourage all parishioners to contribute to the Food Bank on the first
and third Sundays of every month. PLEASE ADD YOUR SUPPORT.

e npuraaka pas Beix Bipaux. [Ipocumo npuxoautu BuacHo Ha Ciyx0y boxy. Byasmo rotosi
pa3oM 3aciiBaTy MOYATKOBHM riMH. 3po3yMiiiTe, sikiio Bu npuitnetu no Llepksu micins
Benukoro Bxony, Bu nponyctiium O1nbiry yactuny Ciyx6u boxoi, 1 AliicHO He BUCITyXalu
npunucanoi Ciayx6u boxoi Ha HeaLTIo.

HeprxoBna ETuka: byapmo cBigomi, o 6epyuu yyacts y CB. JIITyprii MU MyCHUMO OJI€pKaTH
KiHleBe brarocnoBenHs nepe TUM sk MU 3anuimuMo Cinyxk0y boxy. Mu piBHOXK IPOCUMO HE
Buxoautu 3 LlepkBu nepen 3akinueHHsiM Cinyx0u boxoi. Mu npocumo Bac He cniiikyBaTucs B
Lepxkai nepen, nig yac 1 micast Ciyx6u boxoi. [Ipomry e pobutu B mputBopi Llepksu abo y
BitanbHi nijg uepkBoro. 3anuniiM HaBy (Nave) HepKBU JUIsl BIDHUX K1 MOJISITHCS.

CAMP ST. VOLODYMYR August 18 — 25", 2013 Camp St. Volodymyr will be celebrating its
30™ anniversary. We have been enriching campers in their Ukrainian Catholic Faith and
Culture since 1983. Located in Kelowna, campers spend a week participating in age tailored
activities such as Ukrainian dancing, arts & crafts, singing, catechesis, sports and water
activities. Camper fees: $310 after July 5. 3"/4™ child from same family is $150 each. Bus
transportation is available from New Westminster. Registration forms can be downloaded
from the eparchial website at www.nweparchy.ca/. For more information contact Jennifer
Sawka @ 604.876.5691 jennsawka@hotmail.com. Register early. Space is limited!

Support our Camp! Donations are always greatly appreciated. We are always happy to accept
food donations of vegetables, fruits, cereals, and treats for children, as well as monetary
donations. Tax receipts can be issued with donations of $25 or more.

YEAR OF FAITH Heavenly Father, we ask for Your blessings as we celebrate this Year of Faith
that we may deepen our personal encounter with Christ, that we may be more able to share our
faith with those around us; to share our love for the Church and its people as Christ showed His
love for us. By this, we renew our baptismal call by living out our daily moments with faith,
hope and love. We ask through the prayers of the Most Holy Mother of God and all the saints.
Amen.

Special Petition for Evangelization — Let us ask our Heavenly Father for His gifts of wisdom
& courage in our efforts of spreading the Good News and building up God’s kingdom on
earth, let us pray to the Lord.

YEAR OF FAITH Heavenly Father, we ask for Your blessings as we celebrate this Year of Faith
that we may deepen our personal encounter with Christ, that we may be more able to share our
faith with those around us; to share our love for the Church and its people as Christ showed His
love for us. By this, we renew our baptismal call by living out our daily moments with faith,
hope and love. We ask through the prayers of the Most Holy Mother of God and all the saints.
Amen. Voice of the Brotherhood, March 2013 Issue, page 19




MosautBa Mutponosaura Anapes lHlenTHubKoOro 3a yKpaiHCbKy POAHHY

boxe Benukuii, boxe oTiiB Hamux! /{aif HaloMy HapoO 0B SKHAKOUIbIIE TOOPUX, CBATHX
XPUCTUSHCHKHUX poJiuH. Jlalt HaM Takux OATHKIB, SIK1 TOJOCHO ¥ BiABEPTO MPU3HABAIUCS O 10
0oxxectBeHHO1 TBo€T €Banrenii 1 10 TBoei cimyx06u. [lait Ham O0aTbKiB, sIK1 AJIs1 CBOIX JiTel
Oy O MPUKIIAJIOM XPUCTUSHCHKOTO XKUTTSI, MPABJUBUMU OMIKYHAMU Ta I0OpUMU
MPOBIIHUKAMHU B KUTTI. [lali HaM Takux MaTepiB, 0 BMUIKA O J0OpE, MO-XPUCTUSIHCHKU
BUXOBYBATH CBOIX JITEH, a IJIT CBOiX YOJIOBIKIB OYJIM O MOMIUYIO, TOTIXO0 Ta JOOPOIO
panoro. Jlait Ham Takux JITEH, ki OyIu O MOTIXO0I0 Ta CIaBOKO 0ATHKIB 1 KPacol CBOTO
Hapony. biarocnoBu, BcemoryTtHiit boxe, ykpaincekuit Hapia. [lapyit itomy nacky BipHo To61
CIIY’>KHMTH 1 JOCTYNIUTHU KOJUCh BIYHOT Haropo iy B HeO1, 60 Tob1, boxe, y Caariit Tpoiiiri
equnauii, Otue, Cuny 1 Jlyxy CBsTHi, HAICKUTh BCS CllaBa, Y€CTh 1 MOKJIIH HABIKM BIYHI.
AMiHbB.

Prayer by Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky for Ukrainian Families

God Almighty, O God of our Fathers! Grant to our nation many good and holy Christian
families. Give us fathers who will loudly and openly confess your holy Gospel and be in
Your service. Give us fathers who will be a good example of Christian life for their
children, true protectors and good leaders in life. Grant us mothers who are capable of
bringing up their children in a Christian way, and are a joy and help as well as good
advisors for their husbands. Grant us children who will be the pride and joy of their parents
and the splendour of their nation. Almighty God, bless our Ukrainian nation. Grant her the
grace to faithfully serve You and one day to be granted the eternal reward in heaven. For
You are a good and loving God, and we give glory to You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS - Almighty and Merciful God, inspire those You have
chosen to hear and answer Your call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. Give them the
courage to be the prophets for our times. Give them the wisdom and openness to live
their personal call. Give them the strength to be ready witnesses of Your love and care
for the world. May they find support and encouragement in our words and in our prayers.
Through the intercession of Mary, the Mother of God and all the Saints. Amen.

PRAYER FOR EVANGELIZATION ‘YEAR OF FAITH’ - O God, who wills that all
should be saved and come to the knowledge of truth, pour out Your Spirit upon us and
grant that we may respond zealously to Your urgent call to lead back to the Church those
who have strayed. Prepare their hearts and minds to be receptive to the saving Gospel of
Your Son. Send us workers to gather in Your abundant harvest, so that all Your people,
obedient to the Word and sustained by the power of the Sacraments, may advance in the
way of Salvation and love. Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

You may purchase a DVD of Major Archbishop Sviatoslav’s visit September 1, 2012. The
cost of this commemorative DVD is $10 each. This DVD contains the complete Divine Liturgy
celebrating Bishop Budka’s hundredth anniversary of arrival to Canada in our Protection of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (St. Mar’s) Parish. You can purchase copies of this DVD in in the Parish
office.



When you make a donation towards the purchase of Deacon, Lector,
and Acolyte vestments, you will be remembered in the prayers of the
Acolyte/Lector/Deacon during every Divine Liturgy.

We are planning to purchase three sets of Deacon/Lector vestments in the
following colours: Gold, Blue and Red: each set will cost $800 (plus) and
one set of white vestments at a cost of $1,000 (plus). We also need to
purchase one set of White Acolyte (Altar Server) vestments (for taller
servers) at a cost of not more than $1,000/set. (Note: if more donations
are received we will also be able to purchase two complete sets of
green Deacon vestments.) Total cost - $4,500. Plus/minus.

Each time the Deacon, Lector or Altar Server vests, they include in their
prayers the persons that have provided them with the vestment.

Your donation is greatly appreciated. May the Mother of God continue to
intercede for you before the throne of God!

DONATIONS: UCWLC 1,000.
Parishioner: Anonymous 1,700.
Parishioner: Anonymous 100.
Ben & Bonny Marchinkow 100.
Bessie Lashin 100.
Total donations to date: 3,000.

I am Asking for a favour: My friend and | are Brazilian seniors, looking for a Bed
and Breakfast or a home to stay at during our three-week stay in Vancouver. We
will need two rooms. As we do not know anyone in Canada, could you help? | am
a Eucharistic minister in my Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Bauru/Sao Paulo,
Brazil. We will be in Vancouver around August 26. God Bless you, thanks Barbara.
(If you can help please contact the office.)

St. Joseph, guardian of Jesus and chaste husband of Mary,
you passed your life in loving fulfillment of duty. You supported
the holy family of Nazareth with the work of your hands. Kindly
protect our fathers who trustingly come to you. You know their
aspirations, their hardships, and their hopes. They look to you
because they know you will understand and protect them. You too
knew trial, labour and weariness. But amid the worries of
material life your soul was full of deep peace and sang out in true
joy through intimacy with God's Son entrusted to you and with
Mary, his tender Mother. Assure those you protect that they do
not labour alone. Teach them to find Jesus near them and to
watch over them faithfully.




PRAYER FOR A VIBRANT PARISH - O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of
your indescribable love for us, you sent your Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - and our Salvation. In His name, we turn
to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian love and in unity of purpose as we
strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model our lives according to the Word
of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy Mysteries as one Christian
Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great command to be a servant
to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the mercies and love for
mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together with Your All-
Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen!

DO YOU LIVE IN GREATER VANCOUVER?
HAVE YOU MOVED INTO GREATER VANCOUVER RECENTLY?

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH? HAS IT BEEN A WHILE SINCE YOU WERE
HERE? After the service, do not hesitate to introduce yourselves to Fr. Josaphat and find out
more information regarding St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church.

Often the Pastor discovers that you have been participating in the Liturgical Services for years
but have not registered as Parishioners. We may recognize you, we may see you in church but we

do not know your name or address and when you come to arrange for baptisms, marriages,
funerals, or special blessings we finally come to know who you are. We encourage you to
register your name, address, phone number and e-mail with the parish. Please print your
name, address, telephone number, e-mail and postal code on your donation envelope, or
contact the Parish Office.

REMEMBER: To be considered a member of this Parish one must be registerd in the Parish,
attend the Divine Liturgy regularly and make regular contributions to maintain the Parish.

If Parishioners or visitors would like to arrange a meeting with the Pastor,
please approach Rev. Fr. Josaphat after the Divine Liturgy or call him at 604-
879-5830, or email him to: Pastor@stmarysbc.com. Fr. Josaphat would be
pleased to meet with you to discuss: Home or Hospital visits to the sick, plan
for your Marriage, Baptism, Funeral or help to prepare for any other Service.
Or you may need Spiritual Support or help to be a full member of the Parish.
What ever your need please approach Fr. Josaphat.

Reminder to Families or Individuals Admitted to Hospital - If you or a family
member is admitted to a hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be
sure to have someone call the rectory at 604-879-5830, to make this request.
Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you or your loved one is
in hospital. Remember privacy legislation restricts the information that can be
given out by the hospital.

Please note: parish members requesting the celebration of a Divine Liturgy for a
special intention (Thanksgiving, the Infirm, General Intentions, the Deceased,
Help of the Holy Spirit, for the Travellers, or any other intention) please see Fr.
Josaphat following the Divine Liturgy or call the Parish office to arrange for it.
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The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
By: Father Michael Venditti @ ByzantineCatholicPriest.com
The Divine Liturgy, Part Twelve
“The Prayer of the Cherubikon” - or,
Do You Prefer Your Priest "Nice" or Good"?”

“No one who is bound to carnal desires and
pleasures is worthy to approach You (come to
You) or to draw near to You, or to minister to
You, O King of Glory. For to serve You
(minister to you) is great and awesome, even to
the heavenly powers. And yet, because of your
(ineffable and immeasurable) love for mankind -
a love which cannot be expressed or measured -
You became man, unchanged and unchanging.
You were (designated) appointed our high
priest, and, as Master of all, (entrusted) handed
down to us the priestly ministry of this liturgical
and unbloody sacrifice. You alone, O Lord, our
God, (rule over all things) have dominion over
heaven and earth. You are borne on the throne
on the cherubic; You are Lord of the Seraphim
and the King of Israel; You alone are holy and
rest in the holies (Sanctuary). I implore You,
therefore, who alone are good and ready to
listen: look (favorably) upon me, your sinful and
(unprofitable) useless servant, cleanse my heart
and soul of the evil that lies on my conscience.
By the power of Your Holy Spirit enable me,
who am clothed with the grace of the priesthood, to stand before this, Your holy table, and
offer the sacrifice of Your Holy and Most Pure Body and Precious Blood. (Bowing)
Bending my neck (head), I approach and I petition (implore You): Turn not Your face from
me, nor reject me from among your children, but allow these gifts to be offered to you by
me, your sinful and unworthy servant. For it is You Who offer and You Who are offered; it
is You Who receive and You Who are given, O Christ our God; and we give glory to you,
together with your eternal Father and Your Most-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and
ever and forever. Amen.”

That prayer, which | just read to you, is called the “Prayer of the Cherubikon,”
and, as the name suggests, it is recited silently by the priest during the singing



of the Cherubic Hymn with which you are all familiar: “Let us who mystically
represent the cherubim and sing the thrice-holy hymn to the life-creating Trinity,
now set aside all earthly cares.” The Cherubim, of course, are one of the choirs
of angels mentioned in Scripture; and, since they are mentioned in the hymn, the
hymn takes its name from them. The hymn is typically repeated by the people
while the priest prays the prayer | just read with his hands upraised, and then
performs the incensation.

Now, there are a lot of silent prayers recited by the priest during the course of
the Divine Liturgy. What makes this particular prayer unique is that it is strictly a
personal prayer recited by the priest on behalf of himself. It is the only prayer of
its kind in the Liturgy. All the other prayers said by the priest, either silently or
out loud, are all prayers that he says on behalf of the people. This one is in the
first person singular, with the priest addressing Christ directly on his own behalf.

The composition of this prayer has been attributed to St. Basil, though there is
some disagreement about that. It certainly appears in the Liturgy of St. Basil
before its first appearance in the Liturgy of John Chrysostom. But, whoever wrote
it, it is a masterpiece of composition, and expresses the true essence of the
priesthood very beautifully.

What the prayer essentially says is, “Lord, I, your humble priest, am unworthy
to perform this great sacrifice of the Eucharist; but | must perform it because it is
my duty and my obligation to the people here present; so, | beg you, Lord, to
overlook my sins, and accept my sacrifice even though it comes from the hands
of someone who is not worthy.” It expresses an important truth about the
priesthood which is crucial to remember: the priest is the only one who can offer
the Holy Sacrifice of the Eucharist, not because he, himself, is holier than
everyone else — far from it; he may very well be the most vile sinner in the
parish — but because he is a priest and has been given, by Christ through the
Church, the power to stand in the place of Christ at the Holy Table and change
bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus. This is an important point to
remember especially today when the news has been filled with stories of so many
priests who have committed so many vile and sinful acts. If we fall into the trap
of thinking that the priest does what he does —celebrates the Eucharist, forgives
sins, blesses marriages, anoints the sick —because he is holier and better than
everyone else, we miss the point of the priesthood. It is Christ who does all of
these things; the priest is nothing more than an instrument; and Christ can use
any instrument he wants, even a tainted one.

Now, certainly that is not the ideal; and Christ wants his priests to be holy and
worthy of the great gift that has been given them; but it is comforting to know
that, even when the priest fails to live up to the high standards of his vocation,
his ability to function sacramentally as a priest remains unaffected. His
preaching may not be edifying and his manner may not give good example; but
his Liturgy still makes Jesus present to us, and his absolution still forgives our



sins. All of this, of course, you know. And | am sure that many of you have
known, over the years, priests who were good and holy, and priests who were
not so good and not so holy. But even the ones who were not holy you tolerated
as long as you had to because, at least, they were priests; and a parish without a
priest is not a parish at all.

And then, of course, there are all the priests in between: the ones who may be
very good and very holy but who do not have a lot in the way of what we call
“people skills.” Priests, for the most part, live alone; and when a man lives alone
most of his life it is very easy to become a grumpy old man, even if he is only 40
or 50 years old. Then you have the really dangerous ones who are just the
opposite: the ones who are very nice and kind on the surface, polished and
cultured, and who are very popular with everyone, but whose private lives hide
some terrible and dark secret. The sex abuse scandal of recent years has made
us all aware of this sort of priest. The good effect of all of that, if there is one,
may be that people are beginning to realize that it is not necessarily a nice priest
that is the best priest for a parish. It is easy to be nice; it is not often easy to be
good, and there is a big difference.

All of this is why | think the Prayer of the Cherubikon is an important part of
the Divine Liturgy, in spite of the fact that you, the people, do not hear it. The
priest, in praying this prayer, acknowledges to God that he is a sinner. That is
important for everyone, but even more so for a priest. And he asks God to
overlook his unworthiness so that he can offer the Holy Sacrifice for the people
anyway, in spite of his sins. Hopefully, it will inspire the priest to address his sins
and confess them and overcome them with God’s help. But even if he should fail
to do that, God works through him anyway; and that is a good thing because we
need our priests — good or bad, we need them — because without them there
would be no Eucharist to nourish us, no absolution to take away our sins, no
blessing to crown our marriages, no one to baptize our children, no anointing to
heal us or welcome us into paradise.

So, when we are at the Divine Liturgy and we begin to sing the Cherubic Hymn
which we all know so well, it would be a good thing to offer a silent prayer
thanking God for the priest whose decision to follow Christ has made that

Liturgy possible for you.
o oo o

What is a “Vocation”?

A vocation means a “calling.” God is calling! He calls to each person. A
vocation means a calling to and choosing of a state of life.

A prime consideration of each and every one of us can be summed up in two
important questions: What am | to do with my life? What is my life work
going to be that will lead my life to glorify God? For young men and women it
is very important to discern God’s call. On deciding “what | am going to do with
life?” rests one’s life-long peacefulness and joy as an individual.



God, made us with a purpose in mind. He has a special task for each one of
us. So the question, “What am | to do with my life?” is more correctly stated,
“What does God want me to do with my life? What is His plan for me?”

Life is serious. The question of decision is serious. Deliberation about the
question is serious. The acceptance and fulfillment of the answer must be
serious because it has eternal ramifications.

For men, some considerations for doing the will of God in a most unique way
would be choosing the priesthood, or religious life, or the ministry of the
diaconate or an apostolate within the church. For women, a consideration is the
consecrated religious life or an apostolate within the church. In other words,
everyone should ask, “What does God want me to do in special service to Him?”

Where are vocations to the priesthood and Religious life mainly fostered?
They are fostered primarily in Christian families. When do these vocations
flourish? They flourish when Christian families flourish. When do vocations wane?
They wane when Christian family life is weak.

The family is the divinely instituted place for generosity, humility and
charity to take root first and, with divine assistance, to be cultivated from
infancy, through childhood and adolescence, into adult life.

Family prayer is just as important as is personal prayer. When we begin to
praise God together, when two or more of us gather together to thank God for
His blessings, there develops a closer or more intimate bond between us as well
as with God. Not only that, but Christ, our Lord, Himself has said, “Again I tell
you, if two of you join your voices on earth to pray for anything whatever, it shall
be granted you by My Father in heaven. Where two or three are gathered in My
name, there am | in their midst.” (Matthew 18:19-20)

The grace of vocations needs good soil in which to be planted, and proper
conditions to develop under God's supernatural care. There is no soil more
necessary and no condition more important than good family life.

Let us inspire new vocations by honouring the vocations of those serving
us now!

While it is certainly true that good vocations have come from very unlikely
backgrounds and in spite of the most adverse home situations, in the ordinary
providence of God, however, we can expect to find healthy seeds of a vocation
firmly rooted and watered by a family where generosity and self-sacrifice is
shown to their children and required of them; where humility is a way of life;
where authority is exercised with firmness and kindness; and where charity and
the love of God is instilled in the children by the practice of prayer, respect for
religion (one’s faith) and, respect for the priests of the parish. This, then,
becomes characteristic of a healthy family atmosphere.

To be continued next week ... “In closing, | would like to share with you a
short article that emphasizes respect and love ... ”



