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Cayycou booci/Divine Liturgies
B Heoino/Sunday
8:30 am partially sung
10:30 am sung

Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation
10:00 am and 7:00 pm

Illoonua/Daily Scheduled
8:15 am in church

First Friday - 8:15 am Divine Liturgy followed
by Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus or
Mother of God

Cnogioi - 30 xeunun neped Cuyacoboro booicoro
abo Hanepio 0OMOBUMUCS NIO YAC MUINCOHS

Confessions - 30 minutes before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment during the week

Baptism by appointment - membership in
Parish is required

Marriages by appointment made at least six
months in advance. Membership in Parish is
required

Funerals by arrangement in the Parish Olffice
00. Bacunianu / Basilian Fathers serving this
Parish

Father Josaphat Tyrkalo, OSBM, Pastor
Email: pastor@stmarysbc.com

Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop Emeritus

13 Heoina no 3ichanni Ceamozo /[yxa
Marest 21:33-42

13 Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 21:33-42

SPECIAL NOTICE - Do not park in the
RESERVED stalls in front of St. Mary's
Gardens when you come for the Sunday
Divine Liturgy. Your car will be towed.




IMapadis [Hoxposa I[IpecBsaToi boropoauii Bitae Beix rocreii, mpusiTeniB Ta piIHUX AK1
3€IHAJIUCS ChOTOJIHI pa3oM Opatu ydacTh B 1it Cinyx01 boxi. Hexalt nam ['ocrioas uepes
3actynHuUITBO [lokpoBa IIpecsaroi boropoauii 6aarociosuts Bac 1 Bamry ponuny.

Micsaunuii Hamip Cearimoro Otus [Tanu Pumcbkoro — na Cepnenn

3aranbauii Hamip: [1[06 0aTbKyU BUXOBHUKH JI0MIOMAarajid MOJOIUM MOKOJIHHSM 3pOCTAaTH B
100pOMy CYMITIHHI 1 MOCT1JOBHOCTH.

Miciitnnii namip: [{o0 [TomicHi LepkBu Adpuku, BipHi €BaHrelnii, NOMKUPIOBAIN OYJI0BY MUDPY 1
CIIPaBEIJINBOCTH.

- Tponapi i yumanns 6 posicegiii Knuxcui na cmop. 8i9.

- Kasa i conooke cv0200ni nicaa nedinni Cnyycou bosncoiy eimanvhi nio yepreoio.

B ubomy 4aci TiJibKM OIUH CBALEHUK CJIYKUTHh B mapagii. [lloou B3’ it yyacts y CB.
Cnosiai, 3a0xouyeMmo Bac npuxoauru 10 uepksu 30 xBuianH ckopimre nepex Cs.

Jlitypriro. Bu MoxeTte Takox Hanepij AOMOBUTHUCS 1 puidTu 10 Karmuil B pe3uaeHIii mij yac
THK]THSL.

CreunisiiibHe poXaHHA: micis 3akiHyeHHs Ciyx0u bokoi mpocuMo 3aMKHYTH MOJIUTBEHHUKH 1
CIIBaHUKHM 1 IOCTAaBUTHU iX Ha BIAMOBIAHE Miclle. PIBHOX MPOCUMO HE 3aulIaiTe Or0JETEHIB 1
JIPYTUX MaTeplajiB B IaBKaxX. ByibMo rocrogapHUMU B Hallliil IIEPKBi 1 JOMIOMOXKIM, IIOOU
Halll JIJABKU OYyJIM YUCT1 i aKypaTHI.

Cvoz2o0mni: Heoina, 18 Cepnusa:

- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

Heoins, 25 Cepnna:

- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
by/e NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

Heoins, 1 Bepecna:

- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

Il'sasmnuysn, 6 Bepecns: - Ilepwa I’ amuuys
- 8:15 paHKy - Cnyxba boxa a Big, Tak MonebeHb a0 Cepus XpuUCToBOro.

Heoins, 8 Bepecna:

- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuyHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i
byze NPOAOBXYBATUCSA KOXHOT Hepini.

— Piunnn NapadianbHun MikHik noyHeTca o roa. 12-in nonyaHa. Ha obig byne
nopaeaTtucsa: “fambyprep” i “foT gor”, ApuHa i HANUTKKU, | MOPOXEHe HA Ae3epT.
[ns po3earu byayTb pi3Hi rpu ana MonoAi i aiten. MNMoxepTBu BiNbHI.

Cyboma, 14 Bepecnua: Bo3osuicenna Yecnozo Xpucma Icyca Xpucma
- 8:15 i 10:30 paHky - Cnyxba boxa.
- CbOroAHi 34epPXXYEMOCA Bif, M'ACHUX CTpaB



The Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish welcomes all guests, friends, visiting
relatives and Parishioners in celebrating this Divine Liturgy together. May our Lord, through
the intercession of our Blessed Lady, the Mother of God, bless you and your family!

Monthly Papal Intentions for August

General Intention: That parents and teachers may help the new generation to grow in upright
conscience and life.

Missionary Intention: That the local Church in Africa, faithfully proclaiming the Gospel, may
promote peace and justice.

- Tropar, Kondak & readings in the pink booklet pages 8 and 9.
- Coffee and sweets are available today following the Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am Divine
Liturgies in the Fellowship Room. All guests and parishioners are invited.

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE - only one priest is serving the parish. To receive the Mystery
of Reconciliation, (Confession), you are encouraged to come thirty (30) minutes before the

Divine Liturgy. You may also make an appointment to come during the week to the chapel in
the rectory.

A SPECIAL Request: At the conclusion of each Divine Liturgy, please close all Liturgy and/or
hymnbooks and return them to their proper place. Also, please do not leave any church
bulletins or other reading material in the pews. Each and every participant is invited to do their
part to be true stewards of our parish church by helping to keep the church pew pockets and
pews clean and neat. Thank you.

TODAY, Sunday, August 18:
- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Sunday, August 25:
- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Sunday, September 1:
- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

Friday, September 6: Feast of Christ the Lover of Mankind - First Friday
- 8:15 am - Divine Liturgy followed by Moleben to the Sacred Heart.

Sunday, September 8:

- Parish Catechism for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy.

- Annual Parish Picnic begins at 12 noon. The meal will consist of Hamburgers
and Hot dogs with all the trimmings, Lettuce salad, Potato salad, vegetables,
coffee, tea and juices and ice cream for dessert. For entertainment, we have
invited “Scruffles” the balloon maker, pony rides for the young and games for
children of all ages. A donation for the meal will be accepted.

Saturday, September 14: Feast of Exaltation of the Holy Cross of Jesus Christ
- 8:15 and 10:30 am - Divine Liturgy in Church.
- This day we abstain from meat



To Request Prayers for: yourself, your family, or a friend - please submit the name to the Parish

Office or place a note on the collection plate.

IMam'sitaiiTe momosmTHcs: 3a Bamy poauny, 3a uieniB [lapadii, a oco6nmBo 3a THX sK1

3HaXOJATHCS B JIKApHIX, 00 TUX 110 OYIKYIOTh b00i BIAMOBI/I HA iXHI MOJUTBH, a00 PaAllOTh

Boxoro BianoBito, abo 3a TUX Ki BIA3HAYYIOTh YPOAUHU, a00 POKOBHHH, 200 3a THX 1110

MNOKJIMKaH1 JI0 IXHbO1 BIYHOT BUHATOPOJIH, a00 32 POAUHY SIKY BOHU 3aTUIIIIIH.

Remember to pray for: your family; fellow parishioners; those confined to their hospital beds or

their homes; those seeking God’s guidance or rejoicing with God’s favour; or for those

celebrating a birthday or anniversary; or have been called to their eternal reward or for the family
they leave behind; as well as any other need.

Please remember in your prayers: Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM, Fr. Josaphat Tyrkalo,
OSBM, Fr. Steven Basarab, Mary Balsevicius, Joseph Bayduza, Frances Bethune, Elizabeth
Duda, Mary Earl, Quenten Fabiano, Catherine Hladij, Alice Humenick, Bohdan Karpinski,
Emily Kuzyk, Bodzie and Shirley Lawryshyn, Ben Marchinkow, Joseph Nadelko, Roma
Nowakowski, (Bishop Ken’s mother), Orest Obuck, John Pura, Mary Scott, Dave Shelast, Tiny
Zarski. Also remember the family of +Irna Basarab (mother of Fr. Steven) who fell asleep in the
Lord August 8.

Please Visit: our Parishioners that are in the hospital or have difficulty getting around in their
homes. They need your visit, your phone call, as well as your prayers.

Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

If there are people you visit requesting prayers, or a visit from the Priest, please inform the
Parish office so that father might know to visit them.

NOTICE TO ALL PARISHIONERS: The Divine Liturgy begins at 8:30 A.M. or at
10:30 A.M. on Sunday mornings. You have the responsibility to arrive before the church
bells ring announcing the beginning of the Service. Realize that in order to have attended
the Sunday Service you would have: received the Opening Blessing, listened to the
Gospel, participated in the Consecration of the Holy Gifts, and following Holy
Communion, would have received the Dismissal Blessing to strengthen you to proclaim
the Good News throughout the week.

Church Etiquette: We also ask that you do not visit in the main part of the Church (the
Nave) before, during, or after the Service. Please use the Vestibule or the Fellowship
room to conduct your conversations - leave the Church proper for those that want to pray.

Ile npuraaka ais Beix Bipaux. [Ipocumo npuxoautu BuacHo Ha Ciyx0y boxy. Byabmo rorosi
pa3oM 3aciiBaTy MOYaTKOBHM TiMH. 3po3yMiiite, sikio Bu npuitnetu no LlepkBu micis
Benukoro Bxony, Bu nponyctunu Oinbiry yactuny Ciyx6mu boxxoi, 1 A1iiCHO He BUCITyXallu
npunucanoi Cinyx06u boxoi Ha HeauIIo.

HeprxoBua ETuka: bynsmo cBigomi, mo 6epyun yyacts y CB. JIITyprii MU MyCHUMO O€pKaTH
KiH1eBe brarocnoBenns nepea TM sk Mu 3anuiumo Cinyk0y boxy. Mu piBHOXK IPOCHMO HE
Buxoautu 3 llepkBu nepen 3akinueHHsM Cinyx0u boxoi. Mu npocumo Bac He cniikyBaTucs B
Hepksi nepen, nig yac 1 micas Ciyx6u boxoi. [Ipomury e pooutu B mputsopi Llepksu abo y
Bitanbhi nig uepkBoro. 3anuniiM HaBy (Nave) LepKBU JUIsl BIDHUX K1 MOJSITHCS.




MosautBa Mutponosaura Anapes lHlenTHubKoOro 3a yKpaiHCbKy POAHHY

boxe Benukuii, boxe oTiiB Hammx! /{aif HalomMy Hapo 0B SKHANOUIbIIE TOOPUX, CBATHX
XPUCTUSHCHKHUX poJiuH. Jlali HaM Takux OATHKIB, SIK1 TOJOCHO ¥ BiABEPTO MpU3HABAIUCS O 10
0oxxectBeHHO1 TBo€T €Banrenii 1 10 TBoei cimyx06u. [lait Ham O0aTbKiB, sIK1 AJIs1 CBOIX JiTel
Oy O MPUKIIAJOM XPUCTUSHCHKOTO XKHUTTSI, MPABJUBUMU OMIKYHAMU Ta I0OpUMU
MPOBIIHUKAMHU B KUTTI. [lalf HaM Takux MaTepiB, 110 BMUIK O J00pe, MO-XpPUCTUSIHCHKU
BUXOBYBATH CBOIX JITEH, a IJIT CBOiX YOJIOBIKIB OYJIM O MOMIUYIO, TOTIXO0 Ta JOOPOIO
panoro. Jlait Ham Takux JITEH, K1 OyIM O MOTIXO0K0 Ta CIaBOKO 0ATHKIB 1 KPacor CBOTO
Hapoay. biarocnoBu, BcemoryTtHiit boxe, ykpaincekuit Hapia. lapyii ilomy nacky BipHO To01
CIIY’>KHMTH 1 JOCTYNIUTHU KOJUCh BIYHOT Haropo iy B HeO1, 60 Tob1, boxe, y Caariit Tpoiiiri
equnanii, Otue, Cuny 1 Jlyxy CBSTHi, HANCKUTh BCS CllaBa, Y€CTh 1 MOKJIIH HABIKM BI1YHI.
AMiHbB.

Prayer by Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky for Ukrainian Families

God Almighty, O God of our Fathers! Grant to our nation many good and holy Christian
families. Give us fathers who will loudly and openly confess your holy Gospel and be in
Your service. Give us fathers who will be a good example of Christian life for their
children, true protectors and good leaders in life. Grant us mothers who are capable of
bringing up their children in a Christian way, and are a joy and help as well as good
advisors for their husbands. Grant us children who will be the pride and joy of their parents
and the splendour of their nation. Almighty God, bless our Ukrainian nation. Grant her the
grace to faithfully serve You and one day to be granted the eternal reward in heaven. For
You are a good and loving God, and we give glory to You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS - Almighty and Merciful God, inspire those You have
chosen to hear and answer Your call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. Give them the
courage to be the prophets for our times. Give them the wisdom and openness to live
their personal call. Give them the strength to be ready witnesses of Your love and care
for the world. May they find support and encouragement in our words and in our prayers.
Through the intercession of Mary, the Mother of God and all the Saints. Amen.

PRAYER FOR EVANGELIZATION ‘YEAR OF FAITH’ - O God, who wills that all
should be saved and come to the knowledge of truth, pour out Your Spirit upon us and
grant that we may respond zealously to Your urgent call to lead back to the Church those
who have strayed. Prepare their hearts and minds to be receptive to the saving Gospel of
Your Son. Send us workers to gather in Your abundant harvest, so that all Your people,
obedient to the Word and sustained by the power of the Sacraments, may advance in the
way of Salvation and love. Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

Ilpocumo ecix llapaghian npunocumu npodykmu 051 LHOMPeOVIOUUX, sIKi He NCYIOMbCsl (Non-
perishable) 6 neputy i mpemy HeOi0 KOHCHO20 MICAYSL.

Food Bank Donations: We encourage all parishioners to contribute to the Food Bank on the first
and third Sundays of every month. PLEASE ADD YOUR SUPPORT.




Special Petition for Evangelization — Let us ask our Heavenly Father for His gifts of wisdom
& courage in our efforts of spreading the Good News and building up God’s kingdom on
earth, let us pray to the Lord.

YEAR OF FAITH Heavenly Father, we ask for Your blessings as we celebrate this Year of Faith
that we may deepen our personal encounter with Christ, that we may be more able to share our
faith with those around us; to share our love for the Church and its people as Christ showed His
love for us. By this, we renew our baptismal call by living out our daily moments with faith,
hope and love. We ask through the prayers of the Most Holy Mother of God and all the saints.
Amen.

When you make a donation towards the purchase of Deacon, Lector, and
Acolyte vestments, you will be remembered in the prayers of the
Acolyte/Lector/Deacon during every Divine Liturgy.

We will soon be receiving Deacon/Lector Gold, Blue and Red vestments. The
Sisters corrected their mistake in quoting the price of Deacon vestments:
Each complete set costs $1,000 ($500/each). We will also be receiving one set
of white vestments at a cost of $1,300 ($650/each). Also coming is one set of
White Acolyte (Altar Server) vestments (for taller servers) at a cost of $1,000
($500/each). (Note: if more donations are received we will also purchase a
complete set of green Deacon vestments. The complete set will cost $1,000
($500/each).) Total cost - $5,300. (Plus $1,00 for a green set of Deacon
vestments).

Each time the Deacon, Lector or Altar Server vests, they include in their prayers
the persons that have provided them with the vestment. Your donation is
greatly appreciated. May the Mother of God continue to intercede for you
before the throne of God!

DONATIONS: UCWLC 1,000.
Parishioner: Anonymous 1,700.
Parishioner: Anonymous 800.
John & Irene Sliziak 200
Parishioner: Anonymous 100.
Ben & Bonny Marchinkow 100.
Bessie Lashin 100.
Total donations to date: 4,000.

I am Asking for a favour: My friend and | are Brazilian seniors, looking for a Bed
and Breakfast or a home to stay at during our three-week stay in Vancouver. We
will need two rooms. As we do not know anyone in Canada, could you help? | am
a Eucharistic minister in my Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Bauru/Sao Paulo,
Brazil. We will be in Vancouver around August 26. God Bless you, thanks Barbara.
(If you can help please contact the office.)




St. Joseph, guardian of Jesus and chaste husband of Mary,
you passed your life in loving fulfillment of duty. You supported
the holy family of Nazareth with the work of your hands. Kindly
protect our fathers who trustingly come to you. You know their
aspirations, their hardships, and their hopes. They look to you
because they know you will understand and protect them. You too
knew trial, labour and weariness. But amid the worries of
material life your soul was full of deep peace and sang out in true
joy through intimacy with God's Son entrusted to you and with
Mary, his tender Mother. Assure those you protect that they do
not labour alone. Teach them to find Jesus near them and to
watch over them faithfully.

PRAYER FOR A VIBRANT PARISH - O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of
your indescribable love for us, you sent your Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - and our Salvation. In His name, we turn
to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian love and in unity of purpose as we
strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model our lives according to the Word
of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy Mysteries as one Christian
Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great command to be a servant
to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the mercies and love for
mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together with Your All-
Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen!

o b b

If Parishioners or visitors would like to arrange a meeting with the Pastor,
please approach Rev. Fr. Josaphat after the Divine Liturgy or call him at 604-
879-5830, or email him to: Pastor@stmarysbc.com. Fr. Josaphat would be
pleased to meet with you to discuss: Home or Hospital visits to the sick, plan
for your Marriage, Baptism, Funeral or help to prepare for any other Service.
Or you may need Spiritual Support or help to be a full member of the Parish.
What ever your need please approach Fr. Josaphat.

Reminder to Families or Individuals Admitted to Hospital - If you or a family
member is admitted to a hospital and you wish to have a priest visit, please be
sure to have someone call the rectory at 604-879-5830, to make this request.
Your pastor may have no other way of knowing that you or your loved one is
in hospital. Remember privacy legislation restricts the information that can be
given out by the hospital.

Please note: parish members requesting the celebration of a Divine Liturgy for a
special intention (Thanksgiving, the Infirm, General Intentions, the Deceased,
Help of the Holy Spirit, for the Travellers, or any other intention) please see Fr.
Josaphat following the Divine Liturgy or call the Parish office to arrange for it.




The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
By: Father Michael Venditti @ ByzantineCatholicPriest.com

The Divine Liturgy, Part Thirteen
“Why are we here?

During these weeks of
summer we have been
talking about the Divine
Liturgy; and, even though
we have only been able to
penetrate a little more than
half of the service, the
summer is almost over and
we have to move on. You
may recall that | chose to do
this because | had
misgivings about how we,
as a parish, were
celebrating the Liturgy, and
oh a number of counts,
some of which | have
shared with you and some |
have not.

One of the areas of
concern | shared with you
was about singing. | also
spoke to you about physical
posturing, bowing and making the sign of the cross and so forth. | then gave
over twelve Sundays to explaining some aspects of the history of the Divine
Liturgy, not because | had a naive hope of actually being able to cover such a
topic is so short a time, but simply to give you a flavour for the fact that what we
do in church is not just a matter of slavishly adhering to arbitrary traditions. The
early Christians did things a certain way because it meant something to them.
Sometimes, what it originally meant to them was forgotten, as we learned from
our friend St. Germanus of Constantinople; but they conditioned themselves to
cling to those traditions anyway. Why? Because they loved our Lord and those
traditions kept them close to Him by keeping alive the things that He had taught
to his Apostles, who passed them down to succeeding generations. There are a
lot of easier ways to celebrate the Eucharist and receive Holy Communion, but
not many as ancient and as close in time to Christ and his Apostles.

It raises an important question, and one with which we might bring our
summer preaching on the Divine Liturgy to a conclusion. Why is it so important
to preserve this Byzantine Tradition with which we worship? Right now, within



walking distance of where you live, there are any number of Catholic Churches
you could attend rather than coming here. Each one has more Masses scheduled
at more convenient times then | am able to offer for you here. So, why are we
still here? Is it a cultural thing? That cannot be right, because we are not all of
the same cultural or ethnic background, are we? Is it a family thing? Is it because
this is the church you were raised in? Your father went here, your mother went
here, you were baptized here, so here is where you go? That cannot be the
reason either, because there are too many people in our parish for whom that is
simply not true.

One of the things that shocked me when | first came into the Ruthenian
Church from the Latin Church was the great disconnect between the older people
whose membership in the Church was culturally based, and the younger people
of varying nationalities who had come into our Church, many of whom were, in
fact, from other Catholic traditions. My first assignment in a Byzantine Church
was with an old priest in a parish in New Jersey. It was an inner-city parish in a
racially mixed neighbourhood; and whenever people would show up in church on
Sunday who were obviously not of Eastern European descent, he would say,
“What are they doing here? They are not our people?”

Who exactly are “our people” | guess it depends on whom you ask. Go back
fifteen hundred years and ask St. Germanus who “our people” are, and he
probably would have given you the same answer that the Apostles themselves
would have given: “our people” are those who believe in Christ. And many of
them seek out and latch onto the Eastern Church, even though it may not be
their heritage, because they find there an expression of Christianity that speaks
to them in a special and very personal way. Assuming that all the various forms
of practicing the Catholic religion are equal, there is something about our
tradition that draws people beyond just finding a convenient Divine Liturgy that
fulfills an obligation to go to church on Sunday.

So, when people who have no cultural connection to Ukrainian, Carpathian, or
Sub-Carpathian, or Hungary, or Greece, or any of the other places where “our
people” are said to have come from, find our churches and latch onto them, and
make a conscious decision to worship with us when it would be so much easier
for them to go to any number of other Catholic churches and have their pick of
Divine Liturgy times, there has to be a compelling reason. The whole point of the
twelve little homilies | gave you on the Divine Liturgy is my way of trying to clue
you in on what a part of that reason may be.

The forthcoming feast of the Exaltation of the Cross [September 14],
celebrates the finding of the true Cross of our Lord in Jerusalem by Saints
Constantine and Helen, and their bringing it to Rome. Now, why would anyone
travel to Jerusalem and dig around in the dirt to find a thousand year old piece of
wood? Because that piece of wood held the body of our Lord, and finding it was a
way of keeping the Lord close to their hearts. They did not have to go and look
for it, just as you do not have to come here to attend a Divine Liturgy that is a lot



longer and far more complicated than ten other Catholic Masses within a mile of
this place, or perhaps a lot closer to where you live, where you could fulfill your
obligation. If you are here, it is because you, too, have found something here in
our tradition that, by God’s grace alone, brings you closer to our Lord. | sincerely
hope that, in my own small way, | have done something this summer to help
nurture that for you.

The Gospel for the Sunday following the feast of the Exaltation, contains our
Lord’s mandate to take up our cross and follow him.

Celebrating the Divine Liturgy each week is not supposed to be a cross; but
we all know it often can be, especially since many of us are traveling some
distance to be here. My hope is that we will continue to understand what a great
gift the Lord has given us in our tradition, that we will deepen our love and
devotion for it, and pass it on to our children.

o b b

I hope this is not one of us ...

Pastor Jeremiah Steepek (pictured to the
left) transformed himself into a homeless
person and went to the 10 thousand
member church that he was to be
introduced to as the head pastor that
morning. He walked around his soon to be
church for 30 minutes while it was filling
with people for service....

Only 3 people out of the 7 to 10,000
people said hello to him. He asked people
for change to buy food. NO ONE coming to
church gave him change. He went into the
church proper and sat down in the front of
the church and was asked by the ushers if
he would please sit at the back. As he
greeted people from his place at the back of
the church he was greeted with stares and
dirty looks, with people looking down on
him and judging him.

As he sat in the back of the church, he

e s o= |istened to the church announcements and
such When all that was done the elders went up and were excited to introduce
the new pastor of the church to the congregation...
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"We would like to introduce you to our new Pastor, Jeremiah Steepek” ... The
congregation looked around clapping with joy and anticipation ... The homeless
man sitting in the back stood up ... and started walking down the aisle ... the



clapping stopped with ALL eyes on him ... he walked up the altar and accepted
the microphone from the elders (who were in on this) and paused for a moment
... then he recited:

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will
sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him.
And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.”

“Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by
my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you
cared for me, in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer him
and say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe
you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'”

“And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, | say to you, whatever you did
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me."”

“Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you accursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you gave
me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me
no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did
not care for me.' Then they will answer and say, 'Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to
your needs?' He will answer them, 'Amen, | say to you, what you did not do for
one of these least ones, you did not do for me.") (Matthew 25:31-45)

After he recited this, he looked towards the congregation and told them all
what he had experienced that morning ... many began to cry and many heads
were bowed in shame ... he then said ... Today | see a gathering of people ... not
a church of Jesus Christ. The world has enough people, but not enough disciples
... when will YOU decide to become disciples? He then dismissed the people until
next week...

Being a Christian is more than something you claim. It is something you
live by and share with others.

Monthly Calendar Announcements for the next two months must be in the office by
the 20th day of this month.

NMPOCUMO 11,06 oronolieHHs A0 HACTYNHOro ABO-MiCAYHOIro KaseHaaps Tpeba noaatu
00 KaHuenapii He gansbwe gk 20-ro gHA LbOro Micaus.

Bulletin Announcements must be in the office by Wednesday noon. It is your
responsibility to notify the office, do not think that 'well they know', Father or the
Secretary may know but do not always remember to put it in the bulletin!




What is a “Vocation”? continued from last week

In closing, | would like to share with you a short article that emphasizes
respect and love that should always be present for your parish priest and all
those dedicated to a live of service in your Church.

My Priest: Right or Wrong

| have a pastor. There was a time when he was a good priest and | told him so.
But, this is when [ liked him.

His sermons were wonderful - when | liked him.

He was a hard worker - when | liked him.

He was the right man for our parish - when I liked him.
| was his strong supporter - when | liked him.

But one day my priest offended me. He preached in his homily something I
did not want to hear. He taught me something | did not want to believe. He
made a decision | could not accept. Since that day my priest has ceased to be
a good priest.

Now, his sermons are not so wonderful - since he offended me.

Now, his faults are more prominent - since he offended me.

Now, his ideas are not so good - since he offended me.

Now, he is not the right priest for our parish - since he offended me.

In fact, now | am trying to get him to leave - just because he offended me.

My dear friends, many times our estimations of our parish priest are
determined in a large measure by our personal likes and dislikes, or even by our
prejudices. Individual feelings, whether we realize it or not, colour our judgments.
If we like a priest, we like his work. If we dislike a priest, he cannot please us. How
sad it is for the parish priest who is told that his parishioners disliked him.
Someone once said: “if you want your priest to be wonderful, then tell him he
is wonderful and he will be wonderful!” “If you want a good priest - pray for
the priest that you have. And he will be good!”

When was the last time that you said to your parish priest, “Thank you for your
priestly ministry among us!”? When was the last time you offered a prayer for your
parish priest? Let us inspire new vocations by honouring the vocations of those
serving us now!

Another Prayer For Vocations - Lord, Jesus Christ, You are the Saviour of the
world. Please manifest in Your church, the Spirit whom You also abundantly
bestowed on Your apostles. Call many to the priesthood and religious life
especially from our Parish families. May zeal for Your glory and for the
salvation of the world inflame those You have chosen! May they be saints in
Your likeness! May Your Holy Spirit strengthen them! May they be priests and
religious according to Your own Heart! Amen



